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the findings of Monckeberg (Untersuehungen uberdas Otrio-ventrikular 
bundel in menschlichen Herzen, 1909), who has studied in a similar 
manner 70 hearts. In accord with the observations of Monckeberg is 
tlie observation that the His bundle does not hypertrophy with hyper¬ 
trophy of the remainder of the heart muscle. The demonstration that 
acute lesions are of common occurrence postmortem indicates that ter¬ 
minal alterations in the conducting system of the heart may occasionallv 
be responsible for death in certain instances. With careful study by 
the phlebogram and electrocardiogram some of these cases may be recog¬ 
nized before death. 


Subcutaneous Eeaction of Rabbit and Horse Serum.—K nox and Moss 
(Jour. Expcr. Med., 1910, xii, 5G2) have found that anaphylaxis or 
allergy of rabbits against horse serum can be proved by the subcu¬ 
taneous test. This is made by the injection of small amounts of horse 
serum beneath the shaved skin of the abdomen of sensitized rabbits. 
The specific reaction appears in from twelve to twenty-four hours after 
the test is made, and reaches its maximum in from twenty-four to thirty- 
six hours. It consists of a local swelling extending from 0.5 to 2 cm. 
from the point of inoculation. The skin involved in the raised area is 
usually red, and hotter than the surrounding skin. The hypersuscep¬ 
tibility sets in usually in from ten to fifteen days after the first injection 
of horse scrum and lasts at least three months, though individual rabbits 
showed variations from the average time. Almost synchronously with 
the allergic conditions, precipitins against horse serum appear in the 
rabbit’s blood. No suppression of allergy which would correspond to 
the so-called antianaphvlaxis could be proved, and after large injections 
of serum the allergic rabbits still reacted subcutaneously. The allergic 
condition was not transmitted to the young, for the offspring of injected 
rabbits did not give a positive subcutaneous test. Neither the injection 
of large amounts of horse serum nor the marked local reaction of the 
skin produced any variation in the leukocytes greater than may be 
observed in normal rabbits. 
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Acute Degeneration of the Liver in Animals with an Eck Fistula Compli¬ 
cated with Pancreas Necrosis.—During some experiments with an Eck 
fistula in dogs, Fishler (Deut. Arch. /. /din. Med., 1910, c, 329) found 
that if tlie pancreas was injured a train of well defined symptoms 
developed, ending in death. These symptoms consisted principally in 
coma, with sensory and motor excitability. At autopsy tlie most striking 
pathological changes were extensive central necrosisof tlie liver,with a few 
fat necroses about the pancreas. Neither the symptoms nor anatomical 
changes can be brought about by Eck fistulas alone. On tlie other 
hand, extensive injury to tlie pancreas results in slight changes in the 
liver, perhaps similar in kind, but not to be compared in extent with 
those following the combination of an Eck fistula and injury to tlie pan¬ 
creas. ^ Ihcse liver changes have been noted frequently in pancreas 
necrosis, and Iriscliler believes them to be of much importance and 
caused by the action of the pancreas ferments upon tlie liver cells. 
When the blood supply of the liver is interfered with by shunting off tlie 
portal circulation into tlie vena cava, the function of the liver is dis¬ 
turbed and the action of even small amounts of pancreatic ferments is 
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fercatK exaggerated, resulting in the extensive destniction of tile lobules 
accompanied by coma and death. Tlie clinical feature is not unlike 
that seen in acute yellow atrophy. Fisclilcr likewise believes that these 
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